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CONTRE-ESPIONAGE

AT the outbreak of the War Alexandria became the
seaport base of the Army in Egypt. A magnificent
harbour, spacious quays, and extensive shed accommo-
dation made the port admirably adapted for the
purpose. Its distance from the Canal Zone was in-
considerable and unnoticeable until the arrival in
the country of units of the new Expeditionary Force.
Then it was discovered that the State Railways had
difficulty in carrying vast numbers of men and animals
from Alexandria to their destination, and in the
autumn of 1917 that difficulty was increased by
scarcity of coal and of rolling stock transferred to the
Sinai-Palestine system. For other reasons also it was
imperative to shorten the line of communication
between the Army in Palestine and the sea. Port Said,
as an alternative to Alexandria, was considered and
rejected. Even if its harbour facilities had been
adequate, troops and supplies discharged there still
would have to be ferried or marched to Qantara, the
starting-point of the railway across Sinai. The longer
the problem was studied, the clearer grew the solution:
the conversion of Qantara into a sea base. In the
twinkling of an eye this strip of barren desert became
a great port of discharge for ocean-going steamers
and an immense military cantonment. Troop and
store transports, tied up at improvised jetties, shot
their freight out on to the east bank of the Canal;
supply trains from Egypt ran over a bridge which
spanned the channel and proceeded into Palestine
without breaking bulk; and vast dumps of supplies
and stores rose majestically into the skies. The new